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WASHINGTON (SHNY:= For George
Eush, nead of the U. S. liaison office in
Pekingo-the road to Senate confirmation

for his iatast Government job — dirsclor . ;

cf the Central Intelligence Agency {CLA)
~— appears-tong-and arduous but not im-
passable at this point.

Strongly in his favor are his former

membership in Congress as a Representa-
tive from Texas and the fact he generally

_is regarded by Repubiicans and Demo-
crats alike as a “nice guy."-

Working against him is his long parti-
san background, particuiarly his chair-
manship of the Republican Natjonal Com-
mittee during most of the Watergate
scandatl,

Although the GOP committee and
Bush were not tainted by ‘atergate,
Bush's steady defense of President Nixon
throughout the scandal is expected to
bring more than sormai scrutiny by the
Senate Armed Se =5 Commitiee,
which must approve his nomination.

There aiso will be gusstions about

105,000 Bush received {rom a question-
able- Nixon campaign fucding organiza-

- tion for his unsuccessful 1370 effort to win
. the Texas Senate seat won by Lloyd M.

Bentsen, a Democratic presidential hope-
ful. :
Chairman Frank Church (D-Idaho) of
the Sanate select-cormmitiee investigating
the CIA has said he will vote against con-
firming Bush, as has Sen. William
Proxrnire {(D-Wis.). And Sen. Gary Hart
(D-Colo.), a member of both the Church
ccmmittee and the Armed Services Com-
mittee, said the Busa nomination *‘gives
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me a lot of problems.” )

With the current prospect of a drawn-
out confirmation process, Ford has asked
current CIA Director William Colby not to
be in a big hurry to clean out his desk and
set up private legal practice. .

. Sen. Sam Nunn (D-Ga.), a member of
the Armed Services Committee, said he
believes the panal should take its time but
he “'sees no reason why a politician
should be precluded from that kind of job
just because he is a politician.

“it seems inconsistent to me that
those people who long have contended
that the problem with the CIA has been
its in-breeding at the top now say that an
outsider should not be permitted o have
the directorship,” Nunn said. :

Sen. William D. Hathaway (D-Maine),
who served with Bush when he was a
member of the House, said he would find
it difficult to vote against Bush for other
than the “'gravest of reasons.” He said he
regarded Bush as a straight thinker and a
likable person.

“What's wrong with being a politi-
cian?” he said. “It makes him more
sensitive to the people in an- agency
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where that appears io nave besn needed
for some time.”" ]

A similar opinion was givas by Sen.t
Mark O. Hatfield (R-Ore.), who said =
man’s participation in politics is no rea~
son “not to confirm him even for the |
CIA” i
Hatfield’s comments were importaat |
in that they appeared to represent the!
view of liberal Republicans whose votes;
Bush’s opponents would neead to prevent ;
the confirmation. !

Some members of Congress Tegard ;
Bush’s nomination as one of several
moves by Ford to position potential vice
presidential running mates for next year. i
Others included U. 5. Ambassador to Brit-
‘ain Eiiot L. Richardson, nominated to be |
secretary of commerce, and White House
chief of staff Donald Rumsfeld, named to
be secretary of defense.

But this was disccunted in Busn's case
because. the CIA hardly is considered a
“platform’ from which to sesk a vice
presidential nemination. And few faye-
makers would be likely to vote against
him on the basis he is a future political
threat. - S L

Sen. Howard H. Baker jr..-a member
of the Church commitiee, said he believes
Churck was concerned that replacing ’
Colby was an effort to impede his panel’s .
inquiry into the CiA. Coiby has been re~
garded as “'‘extremely ccoperative” in his
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dealings with the committee, (.
I

BaXker said be hopes Ford’s assurance
that Cotby would remain on the job for a.|
time, even after Bush is confirmed, has
dispetled Church's concerns. .
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